
This action is to approve the Reciprocal Agreement between the City of Lancaster and the County of 
Los Angeles to provide for the continued joint use of their respective sanitary sewer conveyance 
facilities for the mutual benefit of both entities.

SUBJECT

April 05, 2011

The Honorable Board of Supervisors
County of Los Angeles
383 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration
500 West Temple Street 
Los Angeles, California 90012
 
Dear Supervisors:

RECIPROCAL AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE CITY OF LANCASTER AND THE COUNTY OF 
LOS ANGELES FOR SANITARY SEWER CONVEYANCE

(SUPERVISORIAL DISTRICT 5)
(3 VOTES)

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT YOUR BOARD:

1.  Find that this action is exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act.

2.  Approve the Reciprocal Agreement between the City of Lancaster and the County of 
     Los Angeles.

3.  Authorize and instruct the Mayor of your Board to sign three original copies of the 
     Reciprocal Agreement.

PURPOSE/JUSTIFICATION OF RECOMMENDED ACTION

The purpose of the recommended action is to allow the City of Lancaster (City) and the County of 
Los Angeles (County) the continued joint use of their respective collection sewer pipelines for 
conveyance of sewage to the County Sanitation Districts of Los Angeles County’s (CSD) trunk sewer 
lines.
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Under the new State Water Resources Control Board Waste Discharge Requirements the City and 
the County are required, among other things, to: (1) properly manage and operate their sanitary 
sewer collection systems; (2) ensure that adequate capacity exists in the sewer pipelines they share 
with other agencies for current and future dischargers into the system; and (3) establish a 
communication plan with owners of sewer systems to which their facilities connect as either a 
tributary or an outlet system.

The City’s public sewer lines were previously part of the Consolidated Sewer Maintenance District of 
Los Angeles County’s (District) sewer system.  On December 12, 2006, the City requested and on 
October 23, 2007, your Board approved the exclusion of the City’s sewer system from the District.  
The City’s sewer pipelines are for the most part separated from the County’s sewer pipelines.  There 
are certain locations, as shown in Exhibit A, where the two systems are connected and either agency 
utilizes the other’s sewer pipelines to convey sewage to the CSD’s trunk sewer lines.  Both agencies 
desire, in those instances, to allow the sewer lines to remain connected rather than separate them 
because it is more cost effective and less disruptive to the communities they serve.

Implementation of Strategic Plan Goals

The Countywide Strategic Plan directs the provision of Operational Effectiveness (Goal 1) and 
Community and Municipal Services (Goal 3).  The continued provision of sanitary sewer services in 
the most cost-effective and least-disruptive manner to the residents of the City and County will 
support the Department of Public Works in meeting these goals.

FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING

There will be no impact to the County General Fund.  The execution of this Reciprocal Agreement 
(Enclosure A) would not result in any additional cost to either party.

FACTS AND PROVISIONS/LEGAL REQUIREMENTS

In accordance with Section 20793 et. seq. of the Public Construction Act and Section 6500 et. seq. 
of the Government Code, the board of supervisors of any county may enter into contract and 
agreement with the legislative body of any city; city and county; municipal corporation; district or 
other public corporation; or with any person, firm, or corporation for joint use of sewer facilities or 
disposal of sewage from any area outside the district’s jurisdiction designated in the enclosed 
Reciprocal Agreement.

The Reciprocal Agreement has been approved as to form by County Counsel.

ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENTATION

The approval of the Reciprocal Agreement by your Board is exempt from the California 
Environmental Quality Act, pursuant to California Code of Regulations, Title 14, Section 13301, 
because it applies to the operation and maintenance of existing sanitary sewer collection systems 
with no plans for expansion of capacity.
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IMPACT ON CURRENT SERVICES (OR PROJECTS)

The recommended action will have no negative impact on current County services.

CONCLUSION

Please return two adopted copies of this letter and three sets of the signed original Reciprocal 
Agreement to the Department of Public Works, Sewer Maintenance Division.

Respectfully submitted,

GAIL FARBER

Director

GF:KEL:sb

Enclosures

c: Assessor
Chief Executive Office (Rita Robinson)
County Counsel
Executive Office
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